Sermon Series “Soul Food: Holy Joy”

*Closing Hymn

*Benediction/Recessional

Postlude Solid Rock

Pastor Tennille Power

To God Be the Glory UMH 98

William B. Bradbury

Prayer Concerns

+Phil, friend of Joel and Debra C.

+Condolences to the family of
Zach, Kris Hi.’s friend on his

passing
+Christine A. Barb B.
Barb S. Bill and Marilyn R.
Michelle W. Joann N., church custodian

*Glenda, sister of Chris and
Reba

+Cheryl L., lifted by Janis
Jarvis

*=1 week =2 weeks +=3 weeks “=4 weeks on prayer list

This Week’s Birthdays and Anniversaries

8/24 Fran Nine
8/26 Bob Nupp

Today’s Worship Leaders

Pastor: Tennille Power
Organist: Javier Gonzalez
Liturgist: Floyd Andrews

8/27 Bill and Marilyn Ransom
8/29 CJ Cornell

Greeters: Jim and Ellie Yager, Greg Lavelle

Usher: Liz Lavelle

Audio Video Elements: John and Michelle Wolter, Phil Wolter
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North Olmsted United Methodist Church
Feeding the Community —
Body, Mind, and Spirit

4600 Dover Center Road
North Olmsted, OH 44070
440-779-6634



Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost
August 23,2026 11:00 am

Processional/Welcome and Announcements

Prelude Reverie Colin Curtis

*Call to Worship

L: Come, people of God, bring your whole selves into this place.

P: We come with our joys and our sorrows, our laughter and our
tears.

L: For God meets us in every season.

P: And God’s goodness is not diminished by our circumstances.
L: Today we remember the grace that has carried us, the love that
has held us, and the hope that still lives within us.

P: We will rejoice in the Lord!

L: For this day is holy, and the joy of the Lord is our strength.

All: Let us worship God with grateful hearts, open spirits, and holy
joy!

*Unison Prayer

God of joy and abundant grace, we come before You today grate-
ful for the gift of life, the gift of community, and the gift of Your
presence. Some of us arrive with laughter close to the surface.
Others come carrying grief, disappointment, uncertainty, or
weariness. You welcome all of us. Teach us today that joy does
not require us to deny what hurts. Show us a joy deep enough to
hold both celebration and sorrow. Remind us of what remains
when circumstances change: Your grace remains. Your mercy
remains. Your promises remain. Your love remains. Awaken holy
joy within us—not happiness dependent upon everything going
our way, but joy rooted deeply in knowing that we belong to
You. Let our songs rise freely. Let our hearts become lighter. Let
hope take root again. And may our worship become a celebration
of the God whose goodness continues from generation to
generation. In the joyful name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Psalm 126
New Testament Reading Philippians 4: 4-9

Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee UMH 89

Prayers of the People

Pastoral Prayer

Responsive Prayer

L: When sorrow has stayed longer than we expected,

P: God, restore our joy.

L: When disappointment has made our hearts heavy,

P: God, restore our joy.

L: When fear tells us there is nothing worth celebrating,

P: Remind us of Your goodness.

L: When life has changed but Your faithfulness has not,

P: Teach us to rejoice again.

L: When tears and laughter meet in the same heart,

P: Remind us that both are welcome in Your presence.

L: For joy is not pretending that nothing hurts.

P: Joy is remembering that pain does not have the final word.

L: Grace remains.

P: Hope remains.

L: Love remains.

P: God remains.

All: And the joy of the Lord shall be our strength. Amen!
Special Music Jesus Paid It All arr. Michael Cox
Javier Gonzalez, Piano

Offering Invitation

(Online giving available at noumc.org. Click on “Donate” tab.)
*Doxology UMH 94
*Prayer for the Offering
*Lord’s Prayer

Hymn Blessed Assurance UMH 369



