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AGAPE  Greek for “love without limits”

Advent 2025: A Season of Holy Disruption

When God Interrupts Our Plans to Heal the World

This Advent, we will journey together through a powerful new series titled “A Season of Holy Dis-
ruption.” Advent is often thought of as a quiet, peaceful countdown to Christmas, but the Scrip-
tures tell a different story. When God steps into the world, things shift. Expectations are chal-
lenged. Hearts are awakened. Lives are transformed. Advent is the season when God’s interrup-
tions become holy invitations.

Throughout these four weeks, we will explore how God’s hope, peace, joy, and love break into
our lives; not to unsettle us for the sake of chaos, but to guide us toward healing, rebuilding, and
renewed purpose. From the prophets who cried out for justice, to John the Baptist preparing the
way, to Mary’s bold song of joy, and finally to Christ’'s humble arrival in Bethlehem, Advent re-
minds us that God often works through disruption to bring restoration.

Join Us for Our Advent Bible Study:

The Holy Disruption

We invite you to join us as we journey through the birth
narrative of Jesus, incorporating insights from biblical
Old Testament scholars. The only book you will need is
your Bible!

The study will take place via Zoom on three consecu-
tive Thursdays at 6:30pm: December 4th, 11th, and
18th.

We look forward to digging deeper into this traditional
story, allowing us to learn something new and better ap-
preciate the holy disruptions in our lives.
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Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88531948935



https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88531948935

2
Worship Opportunities

Worship With Us In-Person and Online on Sundays at 11:00 am

Visit http://www.noumc.org/worship-remote-worship-resources/ for bulletins and worship links.

DATE

GREETER(S)

LITURGIST

USHER(S)

December 7

Jim and Ellie Yager

Michelle Wolter

Barb and Ron Clough

December 14

Sarah Jackson

Barb Clough

Judi Wagner

December 21

Barb Andrews

Floyd Andrews

Sarah Jackson

December 24

Jean Scothon

Ed Brewster

Liz Lavelle

December 28

Jim and Ellie Yager

Bev Hixon

Barb and Ron Clough

UWF News—From Barb Andrews

The UWF had our fun meeting of the year and gave away the money you helped us earn. Money went to
Guidestone, Westside Community House, Flat Rock, Red Bird, the Community Fund, Bountiful Basement
Food Pantry, and Oxcart Food Pantry. For donations more closely related to the church, money was allot-
ted to the Community Dinner, Nehemiah and Lorain Men's Shelter dinners, piano tuning, a back-pack
blower, and a new folding machine for the office. A couple of other requests were taken care of by individ-
ual members including more chairs. Thank you one and all.

If you would like to check out the craft cart by the water cooler, you might get a gift or decoration you'd
like. Just put your money in the box connected to the cart.

Finally, The UWF will be taking a well-earned vacation and will hold our next business meeting on January
7th. MERRY CHRISTRMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR from the UWF.

December Penny Sunday—Red Bird Mission

Red Bird Mission has been serving the Appalachian Ken-
tucky Community since 1921, by providing necessary ser-
vices like food assistance, health outreach, senior care, ed-
ucation, emergency help, home repair and early childhood
development. For December, our church will be collecting
on Penny Sunday to help make these worthwhile programs
continue to thrive. The need remains critical in this isolated,
rural distressed area. Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor
housing, and rugged mountainous terrain provide obstacles
to a fuller life for the residents of this area. Please consider
giving generously.

Red @
Bird
Clinic



http://www.noumc.org/worship-remote-worship-resources/

Rockport Events (Shared Opportunities)

Rockport UMC
3301 Wooster Rd Rocky River, OH 44116

ROCKPORT RENOVATORS: The Rockport Renovators, a small group of men at Rockport UMC, is look-
ing for a November-December project. Our mission is to help neighbors who may have found significant
difficulty in maintaining their home, due to the death of a spouse or for financial reasons, yet remain in that
home which needs repairs. Perhaps you are in this situation and are forced to make difficult decisions to

move forward. Or, perhaps you are interested in joining our group. Contact Dave Plachta at 440-829-
3184.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY DATES: December 4th and 11th.

Mission News and Penny Sunday—From Barb Andrews

You certainly helped make Thanksgiving a little better for your neighbors. We added over 120 items to their
dinners. December will be our usual cleaning items month with a special emphasis on laundry detergent
which is an often asked-for addition to the clients' monthly supplies.

Donations for the Christmas stockings are due by December 7. Once again, the Girl Scouts were happy to

volunteer to help fill those stockings that day. We hope for a minimum of 60 stockings and more if we get
extra donations. We still need items as found in the November Agape.

As | am writing this, | have been told we will have our Adopt-A-Family requests this week. | don't have a
deadline yet, so when the information gets to me, | will pass that on. If you are new to this, there will be an
easel in Fellowship Hall, and you can take one or more of the slips from it, purchase the gift requested,

wrap it, and put the part of the slip with who the gift is for on the package. You can then put the gift(s) un-
der the tree in the sanctuary.

Just reading this article certainly shows what a caring congregation you are part of.

December Oxcart: Cleaning Supplies

Any cleaning supplies are appreciated, but there is a special need for laundry detergent. Please place
items in the green box in Fellowship Hall. Thank you for your generosity!

Holiday Office Closings:

December 23-29 Office Closed(Office will be open on December 22nd. Office reopens December 30th.)
December 31-January 5: Office Closed



When grief feels deep, hold
us close. May Your peace
guard our hearts and minds.

Blue Christmas: A Service of Comfort & Hope

Tuesday, December 16" at 7:00 pm

“This year, this year, let the day arrive when Christmas comes for everyone, everyone alive.”
-- TFWS 2095

Advent is a time of waiting; a time of longing and hope-filled expectation for the coming of our Savior,
Jesus. Yet sometimes this waiting is hard, and our longing feels heavy, especially with the changing world
all around us.

There is a deep need for healing and peace in our world, in our church, and in our hearts. Into this need
comes our Savior, Jesus. His name is Emmanuel, a name that means “God with us”. God comes to be
present with us today in much the same way that he came to a hurting world years ago, a gentle, humble
beginning bursting forth as an unexpected ray of hope.

Our Service of Comfort and Hope offers a safe place for persons desiring a special touch from God during
the holidays. It promises to be a gentle, quiet service filled with peace, hope, prayer, music, and candle-
light.

| know that my own soul is hungry for this service this year. | believe God wants to renew our lives this
Christmas, bringing hope to us in the areas of our deepest need, bringing peace to us, in the midst of our
darkest confusion. If you, or someone you know, are remembering a loss or going through a season of
pain, | invite you to join us in-person this Blue Christmas service for a time of comfort and rest. We will also
provide a link, closer to the date, for those who wish to join us online. The service will remain available for
viewing afterwards on our website: www.noumc.org.

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. May we journey together.

Blessings,
Pastoral Staff and Stephens Ministers Team

*Sponsored by your Stephen Ministers. Light refreshments will also be provided so that we may be in
community and fellowship during this holy season.


http://www.noumc.org

Let’s Bake Them!

The Nurture Team will be baking cookies at the
church on Friday, December 5, and Saturday, De-
cember 6. If you would like to join us in the kitchen
between 11AM and 3PM on those days, bring your
favorite batter, cutters, and cookie decorating ne-
cessities, and we'll have some fun together. Cookies
will be served during Cookie Sunday on December And Then.....Let’s Eat Them!
7, when cookies will replace our usual pastries and
donuts, and delivered in holiday packages to those
who cannot join us. Don't worry, you can take some
home for yourself!

What's more celebratory than Christmas cookies?
Eating Christmas cookies create joy when you eat
them with friends and family--it's highly recom-
mended to lighten your mood. The Nurture Team
hopes you'll try our homemade cookies on Decem-
ber 7. Cookies instead of donuts . . . sounds like a
plan, for a week. We hope to see you outside the
kitchen.

Jamaican Hurricane Benefit and Holiday Gathering (Organized by Packy Malley)

DATE: Saturday, Dec. 20, It's 4 to 10 p.m.
LOCATION: West Side Irish American Club, Jennings Road, Olmsted Township.

e Music lineup * Carlos Jones ¢ Alex Bevan « Jim and Beth Miller « Mariama Whyte

* Umojah National Reggae Band ¢ JR Blessington * Milton Blake « PC3 Jazz Trio

FOOD & DRINK: JoJo Carloni’s Italian Restaurant of Berea will provide the food. The event will have a
cash bar.

Money raised will go to building supplies, roofing boards, generators and medical aid.

Cost is $44.52. Go to Facebook or Eventbrite to reserve tickets.

*Malley, of the Malley’s Chocolates family, is a former Jamaican-record disc jockey who founded the Mid-
west Reggae Festival in 1992. Malley attended St. Ignatius High School and Ohio State University. Mal-
ley joined the Peace Corp in 2023 and was home on medical leave when hurricane Melissa devastated
the Island. He is cleared to return.

As Malley said on his Facebook announcement: “This event is about good people from America helping
good people in Jamaica.”

EVERYONE CAN RESERVE THEIR OWN TICKETS: Go to Facebook or Eventbrite



https://jojocarlonis.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10164183612469400&set=pcb.10164183636949400
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jamaica-hurricane-benefit-holiday-gathering-tickets-1963321109289?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://malleys.com/
https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=10164183612469400&set=pcb.10164183636949400
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jamaica-hurricane-benefit-holiday-gathering-tickets-1963321109289?aff=oddtdtcreator

AYE

Barb B. Bill and Marilyn R. Billy E., Sarah J.’s brother
Those experiencing the holidays Carol J. lifted by Sally C. Hurricane Melissa’s victims
without a loved one(s)

DECEMBER

3 Barbara Schultz 18 |[Hanna Moore
5 |Kelly Jona 19 |Lois Dow
10 |John Solt 24 |Jean Scothon

11 |Barbara Schurr 27 |Chris Homola

13 |Ray Plogger 29 |John Wolter
15 |Floyd Andrews 29 |James & Anita
Bridges

16 |Phoebe Tidmore 29 |Liz Lavelle

BIRTHDAYS & | ARG
ANNIVERSARIES




DECEMBER 2025

8:30pm AA

2

12pm Nehemiah
Meal

6:30pm Scouts

3 10am UWF

6pm Bells
7pm Choir
8pm AA

4

4:30pm Commu-
nity Meal

5

10am Nurture
Team Kitchen

6

10am Nurture Team
Kitchen

11am Worship

7pm Blue Christ-
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11am Worship 8:30pm AA 6:30pm Scouts 6pm Bells 8:30am UMM
12pm Cookie 7pm Choir Breakfast
Sunday 8pm AA

2pm GS

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

9:30 Sunday 8:30pm AA 1pm Book Bank | 8pm AA 6pm Bells

School 6:30pm Scouts 7pm Choir

11am Worship
Ppm GS

2pm GS mas

21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:30 Sunday 8:30pm AA 6:30pm Scouts 7pm Christmas Eve | Thanksgiving

ISchool Service

11am Worship 8pm AA

Ppm GS

28 29 30 31

0:30 Sunday 8:30pm AA 6:30pm Scouts 8pm AA

School

Please contact the church office (office@noumc.org or 440.779.6634)

For the most up-to-date calendar, visit www.noumc.orgq.

to add your meeting or gathering, virtual or in-person, to the church calendar.


http://www.noumc.org
mailto:office@noumc.org

North Olmsted United Methodist Church
4600 Dover Center Road
North Olmsted, Ohio 44070

Return Address Requested
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Our Guiding Principles

e We appreciate, invite and welcome people of all ages.

e We actively serve our neighbors in the North Olmsted community and the wider world.
e We provide varied opportunities for people to grow in their faith.

e We welcome and nurture a diverse congregation who become extended family.

e We foster lasting personal relationships, which are especially important in a digital world.
Free Community Meal (In-Person Only)

Thursday, December 4, 2025
4:30 pm - 5:30 pm
Fellowship Hall

Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, Carrots, Dessert, Beverage

The Free Community Meal is a mission of North Olmsted United Methodist Church. All meals are funded by
donations, and the dinners are prepared and served by volunteers. Menus may change because of donated
food or food pricing. Additional volunteers are always welcome! If you would like more information, please
contact us at 440-779-6634. We are an accessible facility.

A sign-up sheet for help with set-up, serving, and clean-up will be in Fellowship Hall. For more information,
contact Chris Byrns at 440-732-5431.



