
 
Announcements 

December 21, 2025 

Oxcart: Cleaning Supplies 

Any cleaning supplies are appreciated, but there 
is a special need for laundry detergent.  Please 
place items in the green box in Fellowship Hall.  
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Mark your Calendar 
 
12-22  Office Open 
12-23  Office Closed 
12-24  Christmas Eve Service, 7pm, Sanctuary 
12-25  Office Closed 
1-1-26 Office Closed 
  

North Olmsted United 

Methodist Church 

Advent 2025:  
 

A Season of Holy Disruption:  When God Interrupts Our Plans to Heal the World 
 
This Advent, we will journey together through a powerful new series titled “A Season of Holy Disruption.” 
Advent is often thought of as a quiet, peaceful countdown to Christmas, but the Scriptures tell a different 
story. When God steps into the world, things shift. Expectations are challenged. Hearts are awakened. 
Lives are transformed. Advent is the season when God’s interruptions become holy invitations. 
 
Throughout these four weeks, we will explore how God’s hope, peace, joy, and love break into our lives; 
not to unsettle us for the sake of chaos, but to guide us toward healing, rebuilding, and renewed purpose. 
From the prophets who cried out for justice, to John the Baptist preparing the way, to Mary’s bold song of 
joy, and finally to Christ’s humble arrival in Bethlehem, Advent reminds us that God often works through 
disruption to bring restoration. 

  

Red Bird Mission has been serving the Appalachian Kentucky 
Community since 1921, by providing necessary services like 
food assistance, health outreach, senior care, education, emer-
gency help, home repair and early childhood development.  For 
December, our church will be collecting on Penny Sunday to 
help make these worthwhile programs continue to thrive. The 
need remains critical in this isolated, rural distressed area. 
Chronic poverty, lack of jobs, poor housing, and rugged moun-
tainous terrain provide obstacles to a fuller life for the residents 
of this area. Please consider giving generously.  

Today is Penny Sunday—Red Bird Mission 



Dear Friends in Ministry, 

I offer you tidings of joy as we approach the Fourth Sunday of Advent. 

This week, as we light the candle of Love we are reminded of the words of St. John, “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but may have eternal life.” 

I write on behalf of the Connectional Ministries team and the Task Force on United Methodist Im-

migration Ministries of Ohio to remind us of our call to be expressions of God’s love in the world. 

One way we can do that is by educating ourselves and by preparing and training our churches 

who are engaged in ministry with our immigrant sisters and brothers. This is particularly im-

portant in situations where there is potential for U.S Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE) 

involvement. 

A new practical, ministry-focused resource has been developed and added to the East Ohio 

Conference website to help you and your congregations: 

• understand appropriate responses if ICE agents appear on church property. 

• know what to say and what not to say. 

• know what actions are and are not appropriate. 

• maintain a calm presence in moments of fear or uncertainty. 

• protect the dignity and safety of those with whom we are in ministry. 

This guide is designed to equip local church leaders and volunteers with the clarity and confi-

dence needed to ground responses to situations in compassion, legality, and our Wesleyan 

commitment to care for vulnerable neighbors. 

You can access the guide on the Conference website at www.eocumc.com/immigration. You 
can also download the new immigration resource here. 

Please let me know if you have questions or if additional training or conversation would be help-

ful for your local context. We are here to support you and your ministries. 

With the Love of Christ,   

Rev. Ed Fashbaugh 

Executive Director 

Connectional Ministries 

New Immigration Resource: “Faithful Preparedness: Equipping 
Churches for Witness with Undocumented Persons”  

https://eastohio-email.brtapp.com/!FJUlV+wVN3oU5tGXGhvtvHkQvbTQqScly++bFeAHics
https://eastohio-email.brtapp.com/!y3SfYRssIvOYpVCu6D42ibJhAaag7bcdVUTHSZvpz9W

