Christmas Eve Liturgy

First Lesson Isaiah 9: 2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a
land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation;
you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder.

For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping
warriors

and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders;

and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace.

His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

One of the greatest prophets spoke truth to the people of God about a
son being born, a baby boy born to be the King of Kings and the Lord of
Lords. The prophet Isaiah gave this word to a people who were living in
darkness and isolation. This was a word to give the chosen people of
God a light out of darkness and a hope for a world to come. The
prophets words came clear, as clear as the sky and the stars at midnight.



Second Lesson Psalm 96: 1-6

O sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

tell of his salvation from day to day.

Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvelous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised,;
he is to be revered above all gods.

For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.

Honor and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

The birth of our savior gives blessings and future of a new
heaven and a new earth. Our Saviors glory is declared all over
the land. We are to tell the good news on the mountain, over the
hills, and everywhere!



Third Lesson-Matthew 1: 18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved
to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for
the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God 1s with

us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

A betrothed woman pregnant by the Holy Spirit? How can that be? This
could have meant death to Mary. Joseph was prepared to dismiss Mary
quietly and quickly in order not to bring her harm. And then an angel
said do not be afraid! Mary is carrying the Son of God whom you shall
name Emmanuel, God With Us. One can imagine Joseph thinking What
Child 1s This?



Fourth Lesson: Matthew 2: 1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child
who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together
all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israe
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when
you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead
of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him
homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not
to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
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Three wise men listened and discerned the way to the Christ child. They
followed the star and when the star stopped, they were overwhelmed
because they knew the child, promised by the prophets was born. The
Three Kings found the baby Jesus.

Fifth Lesson Luke 2: 8-20



In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch
over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,
and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were

terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the

manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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The shepherds, too, were told by the angels of the birth of the Christ
child. They too were told do not be afraid! They were the lowliest, why
would an angel visit them? Because the good news of the Christ Child
is not just for the select few, but for all! The child born tonight has come
to save all of humanity.



